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earned the name of Pillagers, remained permanently located
on the islands of the lake, for greater security against the
oft-repeated attacks and incursions of their enemies. Happy
to hunt on the rich hunting grounds of the Dakotas, under
the protection of such a large party of white traders, the
Pillager and Sandy Lake hunters moved in their wake,
and lay scattered about in different winter camps, in the
vicinity of their winter quarters, carrying on, with the
different traders, an active barter of furs for their merchan-
dise.

When all the preparations for passing the winter com-
fortably and safely had been completed, the trappers were
sent out in small parties, to pursue their winter’s avocation,
wherever they discovered the wigwams of the industrious
but fated beaver to abound in the greatest plenty. Cadotte,
was left with but few men at the winter quarters, when
early one morning a large party of Dakota warriors made
their appearance, arrayed and painted for battle. They
approached the wall which surrounded the log cabins,
leaping from side to side and yelling their war-whoop, and
when arrived within bullet range they discharged a cloud
of arrows, and such few as were armed with guns fired upon
the white man’s defences. Two of Cadotte’s men were
slightly wounded from the repeated discharges and volleys
of the enemy, yet he desisted from returning their fire, and
commanded his exasperated men not to fight. His numbers
being feeble, he could not be certain as to the result of a
battle, and at the same time being anxious to conciliate
and be at peace with the Dakotas, for the sake of tlieir
trade, he determined to make a trial to disarm their enmity.
He ordered the British flag to be planted on his defences,
and hoping that his assailants might understand its import,
he hung out a white flag on a pole. THis hopes were not
disappointed, for as soon as the flags were fully displayed,
the enemy ceased firing, and after a short consultation



